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Areas of Practice

Construction Law

Government Contracts

Environmental Law

Mediation 

Contracts 

Litigation and Appeals 

Education 

Duke University (A.B., 1977)

University of Kentucky College of

Law (J.D., 1981) 

Bar and Court Admissions 

Georgia, 1981

Florida, 1992

Texas, 1994

Kentucky, 1981

Washington, 2003

New York, 2004

Arkansas, 2006

North Carolina, 2006

U.S. Court of Federal Claims, 1988

U.S. District Court Western District

of Kentucky, 2009 

Memberships 

Atlanta Bar Association, Member

Florida Bar Association, Member

Kentucky Bar Association, Member

State Bar of Texas, Member

American Bar Association, Forum

on the Construction Industry,

Design-Build Construction

Management Division Steering

Committee, Member

James F. Butler, III
Partner

JAMES F. BUTLER is a partner with the Atlanta law

firm of Smith, Currie & Hancock LLP in the firm’s

Construction and Environmental Litigation

Department.  He is a graduate of Duke University

and the University of Kentucky College of Law.  He is

admitted to practice in Florida, Georgia, Kentucky,

Texas, Arkansas, Washington, New York and North

Carolina.

His practice is concentrated in the negotiation,

arbitration and litigation of hazardous waste issues

and construction contracts.  He has experience with a variety of sites and projects,

including power plants, water and wastewater systems, airports, office buildings,

casinos, semiconductor facilities, food processing facilities, schools, condominiums,

prisons, highways, manufacturing and industrial plants, hospitals, asbestos abatement

projects, superfund sites, and government facilities.  

Mr. Butler writes and speaks on construction contract claims, the quantification of

damages, claims avoidance, design-build projects, environmental auditing, alternative

dispute resolution, indoor air quality, and asbestos abatement contracts.  He has

conducted seminars for the American Bar Association, the National Society of

Professional Engineers, the American Consulting Engineers Council, the American

Society of Heating, Refrigeration and  Air Conditioning Engineers, the Florida Bar, the

Construction Industry Forum Committee, the Construction Superconference, the

National Asbestos Council, the University of Wisconsin, the University of Texas, the

Texas State Department of Transportation, the Department of the Army, the National

Solid Waste Management Association, the Georgia Institute of Technology, and

Virginia Polytechnic Institute.  In addition, he is an Adjunct Professor at the College of

Architecture of the Georgia Institute of Technology.

He is a mediator for the American Arbitration Association and a member of its

Construction Industry National Panel of Arbitrators, and has completed Harvard Law

School’s Advanced Mediation Training.  He is also a member of the American Bar

Association’s Construction Industry Forum Committee, and the International Bar

Association’s Committee on International Construction Contracts.  He is a contributing

author to Alternative Clauses to Standard Construction Contracts, Design-Build

Contracting Handbook and The AGC Environmental Risk Management Procedures

Manual.



American Bar Association,

Construction Litigation Section,

Environmental Law Subcommittee,

Co-Chairman

Washington Bar Association,

Member 

Noteworthy 

Adjunct Professor, College of

Architecture of the Georgia Institute

of Technology

Rich Allen Meritorious Service

Award, National Society of

Professional Engineers

One of America's Leading Lawyers

for Business in the Construction Law

Area by Chambers and Partners

Georgia Super Lawyer by Law &

Politics and Atlanta magazine

Identified as a leading international

construction lawyer by Who's Who

Legal 
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